Iain Duncan Smith
Secretary of State for Work and Pensions
House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA
01 September 2010
Dear Mr Duncan Smith
Since the early 1990s the Independent Living Fund, managed by the DWP, has played an important part in the lives of disabled people and their families throughout the UK.  It now provides a lifeline for about 21,000 of the most severely disabled people. This has been a moral and practical benefit to us all. 

Over recent months there has been concern voiced by many people over recent changes to the eligibility criteria for the Fund, which put access beyond the reach of those whose needs could hardly be greater.

We would like to raise with you our concerns that now the very existence of the ILF fund itself may be under threat through a review already underway. On the 26th of July the relevant Junior Minister made a statement to the House to this effect.
Undoubtedly part of the concern is that this fund is not appropriately situated with the Department of Work and Pensions.  However we are aware that some discussion is now focussing on the long term future of the fund and its possible termination within 5 years.   
Such a decision would have a serious effect on the most disabled people in our society.   
We hope you can bring your considerable influence and insight to bear in the discussions are occurring within the DWP and at Ministerial level on this vital matter.

Yours Sincerely

